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5 Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you.  6 Many will come in my name, 

claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many.  7 When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do 

not be alarmed.  Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.  8 Nation will rise against 

nation, and kingdom against kingdom.  There will be earthquakes in various places, and 

famines.  These are the beginning of birth pains.  
9 “You must be on your guard.  You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in 

the synagogues.  On account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to 

them.  10 And the gospel must first be preached to all nations.  11 Whenever you are arrested and 

brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say.  Just say whatever is given you at 

the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.  

 

The seal on the front of your service folder this morning was the personal seal of Dr. Martin 

Luther.  Sometimes you’ll find it like you do on the front of our folder.  Sometimes you’ll find it 

with a little more color.  And often, you’ll find it accompanied by six Latin words that were 

Luther’s motto.  Sola Gratia, Sola Fide, Sola Scriptura.  Grace alone.  Faith alone.  Scripture alone.  

Five hundred years later, we still use that seal, and those six little still sum up our teachings. 

It is only by grace, God’s merciful love, that people like you and I (who should be excluded 

from heaven on account of our sinfulness) have had the enormous debt of our sin forgiven.  It is 

only through faith that clings to Jesus that we receive that amazing gift of forgiveness and the gift 

of eternal life that comes with it.  There is no greater treasure that God can give to me than the 

knowledge that even though I deserve death and hell for my sins, my Savior Jesus still loves me and 

has taken away my guilt and given me His righteousness in its place.  Knowledge of that amazing 

truth comes from one source and one source alone, the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 

Testaments. 

Today, as we celebrate the beginning of the Lutheran Reformation, our focus isn’t on Martin 

Luther, or Philip Melanchthon, or any of the other men who took part in the reformation.  Our focus 

is on Jesus and the message of His gospel.  We thank God that the promise of salvation through 

Jesus has been preserved for us and we pray that through us He would continue to preserve it for 

our children and for generations to come. 

And so as we focus on Jesus, let’s turn our attention to His words in our Gospel lesson.  It’s 

good to have in mind as you listen that this reading comes during Holy Week, just a few short days 

before Jesus’ ministry on earth would reach its climax at the cross.  Jesus knew that His time with 

the disciples was coming to a close and so the words He shares with them here have a great sense of 

urgency as He prepares them for the days when He won’t be with them anymore. 

Jesus said to them, “Watch out that no one deceives you.  Many will come in my name, 

claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many.  When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do 

not be alarmed.  Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.  Nation will rise against 

nation, and kingdom against kingdom.  There will be earthquakes in various places, and 

famines.  These are the beginning of birth pains.  
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“You must be on your guard.  You will be handed over to the local councils and 

flogged in the synagogues.  On account of me you will stand before governors and kings as 

witnesses to them.  And the gospel must first be preached to all nations.  Whenever you are 

arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say.  Just say whatever 

is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. 

What are we supposed to do as we await Christ’s return?  Should we plot and figure and do 

our best to predict exactly when He’s going to appear?  No.  He’s made it pretty clear that that day 

will come without warning, like a thief in night.  No one will know it is coming until it’s here.  So 

what do we do?  Just sit around and wait?  No.  Again, He’s made it pretty clear, we have our work 

cut out for us.  We need to watch out, be on your guard, and preach the gospel. 

He doesn’t leave much wiggle room when He says the gospel must be preached.  It seems 

like a pretty simple instruction but it’s amazing how often we screw it up.  There are two ways we 

do that.  The first is when we preach something other than the gospel.  The second is when we have 

the gospel but we don’t preach it.  So when we look at that simple sentence, “the gospel must be 

preached,” there are two different points that we need to emphasize.  First, the GOSPEL must be 

preached.  The good news of salvation from sin and death through Jesus, nothing more, nothing 

less.  Second, that news is not just for us, it needs to be shared.  The gospel MUST BE 

PREACHED. 

Earlier I commented that there is no greater treasure than gospel.  And just like with any 

treasure we have, this one needs to be protected.  We don’t want to let anything spoil it or tarnish it 

and we don’t want anyone to steal it away from us. 

In the early 1500’s, Martin Luther realized that the treasure of Jesus’ gospel had been stolen 

from the people and it had been replaced with a counterfeit.  Instead of the good news that Jesus’ 

blood had completely washed their sins away, the people were being taught that it was up to their 

own blood, sweat, and tears to make up for their sins.  Deception and lies were destroying the 

treasure of the gospel.  As Luther studied the Scriptures, he realized it isn’t our own righteousness 

that saves us, but the righteousness of Jesus, which He gave us for free when He died on the cross. 

Watch out, Jesus said, so that no one deceives you.  That warning which was just as urgent 

for Luther as it was for Jesus’ disciples, is still just as potent and true for us today.  Be on your 

guard.  Watch out, that you don’t let yourselves be deceived and in doing so allow false teachings 

into the church. 

So how do we do that?  How do we stay on our guard?  We do it the same way bank tellers 

keep themselves from being deceived by a phony bill.  We study the original.  The more time we 

spend studying the true Word of God, the easier it will be for us to spot the devil’s lies and take 

them out of circulation.  As we prepare ourselves against false teachings, we ensure that the 

message we preach is the same message God gives us in Scripture, the only message that can save, 

the gospel news that Jesus saves us from our sin. 

We must protect the treasure of the gospel.  We do that by studying it and by continuing to 

preach it, not by hiding it under a bushel or taking our Bibles out back and burying so no one can 

find them and take them away.  The gospel is a treasure that must be protected, but it’s also a 

treasure that needs be shared.  The gospel MUST BE PREACHED. 

That won’t always be easy.  Jesus told His disciples that they would be handed over to the 

local councils and flogged in the synagogues.  On account of Me, He said, you will stand before 

governors and kings.  All of that proved true and worse.  Most of those disciples were executed for 

preaching the gospel.  That kind of stuff still happens today.  All over the world, Christians are still 
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being persecuted.  In fact, it’s been estimated that more Christians were killed for their faith in the 

last one hundred years than in all the other centuries since Christ combined. 

What a tremendous blessing then that in our country we’re allowed to preach gospel without 

fear of torture and execution.  Sometimes I wonder though if in our sinfulness we haven’t turned 

even that blessing into a curse.  There’s a saying that goes back all the way to the second century of 

the Christian church, that the blood of martyrs is the seed of the Church.  The idea is that when 

persecution is at its strongest, the Church grows as a result.  By not backing down in the face of 

persecution even when it meant dying for their faith, Christians throughout the ages have been able 

to testify to the world that the hope they cling to is worth dying for. 

But what happens when you take away that opposition?  We grow careless and complacent.  

Our defense gets sloppy; and little deceptions, corruptions, and lies start slipping in all over the 

place.  The truth is we aren’t without persecution here in the United States.  We may not have the 

looming threat of torture or execution, but the truths of Scripture are still vehemently opposed.  The 

devil’s attacks may take a different appearance but they’re still just as dangerous.  The real threat of 

persecution isn’t that someone might make us feel uncomfortable, or make fun of us, or even torture 

or kill us.  The real danger of persecution no matter how great or small it is, is when Christians stop 

preaching the gospel in order to avoid it.  We might say that we’d gladly spill our guts for the 

gospel before governors and kings but in reality, we don’t even always have the guts to stand up for 

the gospel in front of co-workers, classmates, or family members. 

We cannot allow that to happen.  The gospel must be preached!  When the truth of the 

treasure of God’s Word is threatened don’t hide it away, let it shine!  Stand up for Jesus and show 

that His gospel is worth defending.  Take comfort in the fact that in that gospel message is 

forgiveness even for those times we’re too chicken to take a stand.  You don’t have to worry about 

what you’re going to say.  Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would give us the words to say.  And 

what do you know, here they are.  (In the Bible.)  Study them, treasure them, protect them, and 

preach them.  We will always need to protect because there will always be those who oppose and 

attack it.  We will always need to preach the gospel because there will always be those who 

desperately need to hear it. 

As a final thought today, I’d like to turn your attention to Jesus’ words at the end of verse 8, 

where He says, these are the beginning of birth pains.  Now, I’ve never experienced birth pains 

myself, but I hear they don’t get easier or less painful the closer you get to the end.  The same thing 

is true for us Christians as we stand up for and defend the gospel.  As long as there are wars and 

natural disasters, there will be hatred toward those who preach God’s Word, and it’s only going to 

get worse.  You know what else I’ve heard about birth pains?  It’s that no matter how bad or painful 

they get, it’s always worth it in the end.  Those mothers know their suffering—their labor—is not in 

vain.  They know that they have something amazing to look forward to—a new life! 

Brothers and sisters, so do we.  The opposition we receive as Christians, the pains we go 

through to protect the truth of the gospel, and the hatred we receive for preaching Christ crucified is 

all worth it in the end because we have something amazing to look forward to.  We have the hope 

of everlasting life and an eternity of joy and bliss at our Savior’s side in heaven.  Therefore, my 

dear brothers and sisters, stand firm.  Let nothing move you.  Always give yourselves fully to 

the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain (1 Co 

15:58).   

To God alone be the glory.  Amen. 


